pathological autopsy

'0 determine the disease causing death. A Pathologist periommsi
with consent of the relative of the deceased.




Medicolegal autopsy

olve mysterious unnatural death.
Medicolegal expert does it preferably. However, due to lackol
adequate qualified experts, all registered medical practitioners
can aiso perform this with an authorization by State.
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Anatomical autopsy

o Unclaimed dead bodies
Anatomist
Normal structure




PATHOLOGICAL AUTOPSY Obtain consent from the relatives.

MEDICOLEGAL AUTOPSY No consent is required but legal
permission or authorization (requisition from police) is a must.

ANATOMICAL AUTOPSY No consent needed, but permission r
be obtfained from government autherity and body is
unclaimed dead body.



MEDICOLEGAL AUTOPSY
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Medicolegal autopsy is thus a special type of autopsy or postmortem i
examinatfion, ordered by the government/legal authorities in all unnatural
deaths, such as
Homicide
suicide,
accident, etc.
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staplish laentity of the deceased
marte the approximate Time since death
se of death natural or unnatural
)y refain relevant organs and tissues as evidence
» establish and rule out foul play
lo identify weapon , person or poison responsible for deaii

In the case of newborn infant to determine the question of
stillbirth or livebirth.
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Identity of the deceased

> IS simple and easy if the person dead is well known.

ver, the problem is difficult when the dead body recovered
T KNOwN 10 anyone

pter Forensic Identity
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= body is unknown

efforts are made in noti
b

hing the identity later

ay Ask police for faking the

cing the factors which could

nihe parficulars of the dress worn with the tailor's label if a

'ociors should also make note of all available factors of establishin
identity.



Time since death

Probable estimation of time since death (postmortem interval) is I
done by the various changes occuring in a dead bodyalier
death ( Chapter Thanatology).

Cooling of body

Presence and extent or absence of rigor moriis
Incidence ,extent ,colour and degree of fixation of PM lividit
Presence, character and extent of puirefaction
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Body warm
Patchy post-mortem lividity

Less than 1 hr

3 hrs
6-8 hrs Lividity fully developed & fix
12 hrs - Rigor present all olver

« Green patches over Caecum

24-36 hrs - Body cold and rigor recceds
- Ova of flies seen N
. Green discolouration — adbo, chest|

- Abdo distend with gas

A8 hrs « Trunk bloated
. Face decolouration
- Swollen blister present
. Moving maggots seen ‘
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Condition
e

72 hrs * Whole body discoloured
* Hair and nail loss
« Tissue soft and discolourised
1 week Soft viscera putrefied e
2 weeks Only the more resistant viscera
distinguishable
1-3 months Body is skeletonized
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LEGAL FORMALITIES

Legal formailities in taking up a case for Medicolegal autopsy are:
Authorization order/police docket

The copy of FIR

History of the case

|dentification of the deceased &

Place of performing autopsy

Qualifications
. Verification of injuries noted by police Examination e.g. lividilye— brt

- preservation of viscera and other tissue
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OTHER FORMALITIES

Avoid unnecessary delay in performing autopsy.

Do not allow unauthorized person into the mortuary. If allowed record a
statement from him or her giving reasons for his or her presence and
Jnature tor being present during the autopsy.

avtopsy is better done in the daylight. It should not be done in insufficient
lal light in order to prevent missing of findings such as anemia,

jaundice, color change in PM lividity, etc. However, in situations for law and

order problems, medico-legal autopsy may be conducted evenin the

with an order from DC, under strong artificial light having day light

effect. The medical autopsy is done on all the days of week including

holidays fo avoid any delay in the process of crime investigations
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PLACE OF PERFORMING AUTOPSY

« Preferably done in an equipped mortuary , mortuary is building
usually part of hospital fo which dead bodies are taken o be
kept. Autopsy room is the part of mortuary where dead bodies
are dissected

- Autopsy is also done at site of recovery of the cadaver in cases
of exhumation and putrefied body.
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- Authorization order /Police docket |
which must be received by the doctor p

- Hospital records (if any) such as woul
o No’re Confirm HIV qnd HBV st_f-;_»



o It is the most important part of the med

o Clothes

> Stains of mud, blood, urine, stool , saliva
hair preserve for chemical analysis
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contusion
abrasion
laceration

incised wound
Stabbed wound/punctured wol

Fractures

- Rigor mortis
Rigor mortis is that stc
they become stiff
follows the

stiffening

muscle




postmortem staining
starts appearing in small ¢
by the end of first hc
increase in size m
stained areas. For thi
it takes abou






Cardapaph

> Depending on type of ccne,” y of
opened first,

Spinal cord is routinely no |



















-Dissecting cranial cavit
> Scalp incision f-
o Removing the skullcap



o During each of the steps ,
the following is done:

°Scalp — any injuries ot ; g :
u SKU“ —r Ony frqc-’ 5 .
> Membranes —

o Brain — pres
tumors, etc.



oThe procedure mclum:
> Incisions
- Removing the abd
> Closing the b |
-Handing o |






- Pericardium




Pericardial sac is inspected for its contents and any
abnormality

Heart is isolated by cutting the vessels entering or
leaving it ,,size weight

It is usually cut along the direction of blood flow

Right afrium, right ventricle ,pulmonary arteries
;pulmonary vein, left atrium left ventricle and gorta
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abnormality
- Heart is isolated
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Special procedures for specific CASEs

These vary according to types of cases,




-Poisoning case Take c
the autopsy examinc fion

o Smell N
o Color of PM sminu
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Negative autopsy

*An autopsy that fails to reveal a cqu:
foxicologicol and other la,m
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Generally these reports are made of three parts.
Introduction

Examination

Opinion




> When auto is co
death and probc






complete description ofe
o Condition of body <
° Clothes
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o eyes
~State of
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